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the state of Nebraska. We all have bills that we need to 
appropriate dollars for and I think it's refreshing to find a 
bill that is going to add revenue to this state rather than 
spend dollars. That's what LB 671 does. It levels out the 
playing field to out-of-state businesses with those tax-paying 
businesses in this state. This is not the first time we have 
addressed this situation. Two years ago, we had an interim 
study on out-of-state alcohol coming into this state and at that 
time we heard testimony from young people who said that they 
were able to get alcohol off the Internet, and it was no 
surprise to them that this could happen— absolutely, we know how 
to do that. I'm not saying that LB 671 would completely cure 
that. As long as we have Internet, these things are going to 
happen, not only in alcohol but other things. Out of that 
testimony and that hearing two years ago we came up with LB 973, 
which was advanced by this body. LB 973 put into place the 
provision that it was illegal to sell alcohol in this state 
without collecting the revenue and taxes that were applied to 
that...that sale. At either one of those hearings, the one we
had two years go or the one we had this past summer, were there
anyone...was there anyone that came to testify against those 
bills. There was no opposition. As we were putting together 
LB 671 we thought it would be best if we went to the AG and got 
an Opinion on whether we were doing the right thing. And Laurie 
Camp, who wrote the Opinion from the Attorney General's Office 
said, yes; yes, we could do what we were intending on doing;
yes, it was legal. Apparently, it must have been because there
are, what, 23 other states, I believe it is, that have some 
type...that are...that are in a no...a no-ship state. And then 
we hear the argument that we will be losing...losing our rights 
to be reciprocal with other states, there...wherein Nebraska is 
not a reciprocal state. We are not a reciprocal state. There 
are currently 12 reciprocal states, including California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Ninnesota, Nissouri, 
New Nexico, Oregon, Washington, Wisconsin, West Virginia, 
because for the simple fact that those are probably the most 
fluent states where they have wineries so they want to stick 
together and move those products between them. There is also 
argument that if LB 671 passed Nebraska's consumers will be 
unable to obtain specialty wine. The fact is if this bill 
passes out-of-state wineries and retailers must obtain a direct
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